
TIJER || ISSN 2349-9249 || © July 2023 Volume 10, Issue 7 || www.tijer.org 

TIJER2307178 TIJER - INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL  www.tijer.org 615 
 

Conversation of Political Debates: Forms and 

Functions of Tamil news Channels 
 

Suganya Gunasekaran, 
 Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism, Apollo Arts  

and Science College, Chennai. 
 

Dr.G. BalaSubramania Raja, 
Professor and Head of the Department, Department of Communication, 

Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli. 

Abstract 

This article develops a concept of political construction as well as general definition of debate and its function. 

To date, it is the only political TV debate show in Tamilnadu News channels. The analysis demonstrates how 

the setting and the behavior of the political debate shows and the argumentative behavior of the politicians. It is 

shown how politicians use everyday conversational patterns. The main forms of conversation are discussed in 

this context and the functions of the politicians’ utterances are examined. Four sets of data are presented in both 

political debate shows, one Puthiya Thalaimurai political debate the other Thanthi Television political debate. 

The channels also encompass Panel discussion, Telephone conferences, Video conferencing, Experts appearing 

before audiences, political discussions on television and current affairs. Given all pronounced distinctions to 

other established forms of ‘Presented communication’, such as Discussions, Interviews, Portraits, Disputes, 

Inquiries, ‘there are yet ‘debate shows’ in the sense of a homogeneous television broadcast genre’’. 
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Introduction 

Debating societies emerged in London in the early eighteenth century, and soon became a prominent 

fixture of national life. Debating topics covered a broad spectrum of topics while the debating societies allowed 

participants from both genders and all social backgrounds, making them an excellent example of the enlarged 

public sphere of the Age of 

Enlightenment. Debating societies were a phenomenon associated with the simultaneous rise of the public 

sphere, a sphere of discussion separate from traditional authorities and accessible to all people that acted as a 

platform for criticism and the development of new ideas and philosophy. 

Debate is a process that involves formal discussion on a particular topic. In a debate, opposing 

arguments are put forward to argue for opposing viewpoints. In olden days, debate occurs in public meetings, 

academic institution and legislative assemblies. It is a formal type of discussion, often with a moderator and an 

audience, in addition to the debate participants. Debate is competitive in nature while group discussion is a co-

operative group process. In a debate, a speaker can speak either ‘for’ the topic or ‘against’ the topic whereas in 

a group discussion, the speaker can express both. The final decision or result in a debate depends on voting while 

in a group discussion, the group reaches group consensus. 

Literature Review 
 

Hayat, Juliana & Umber 2015 said The respondents who mostly watch debate shows often have more 

knowledge and develop a strong vision about their political rights. Political debate shows fetched the people 

closer to the political processes by giving them knowledge and understanding. Thus, political debate shows had 
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a huge impacting the diversion of the opinion and concentration of the public. 

Ahmed, Hussain& Tariq 2014 said Media technology has changed and has influenced our daily lives. Due 

to the revolution of electronic media; Political debate, Political programs, live news and Breaking news have 

been easily accessible. 

Galtung’s 1975, Franck 1992 and Burger 1995 in a study the only political TV debate show in German-

speaking Switzerland. The analysis demonstrates how the setting and the behavior of the host influence the 

argumentative behavior of the politicians. 

Ali & Ali (2014) New media plays an influential and essential role in making political awareness. Political 

debates and description to news media defines political interests. 

Kensi&Stroud: 2006 said now days, Every TV channel is producing debate shows which are influencing 

their viewers. It can be seen that electronic media is playing a key role in bringing change and structuring the 

political institution as well as socializing the public on various political aspects. 

Elliott and Bull, 1996: 49; Edstrom said It is within the framework of this interview contract that the 

television interview has grown to be one of the most widely used and best- developed formats political 

communication worldwide 

Objective of the Study 
 

The objectives of the study are, 
 

1. To understand the role of Political debate in media communication for social and economic development 

2. The study of Local body election, especially the show highlights the representation of Politicians and Social 

representatives. 

 

Data and Method 
 

The study involves case study method: The major discipline involved in this type of research has been political 
science. Politicians have responded to this development by trying to reach potential voters via argument oriented 

outlets. The samples were taken in the counting of votes for the rural local body elections in Tamilnadu has been 

completed in most places. The election commission is likely to announce the results any time soon. The rural 

election for 91,975 posts was held in two phases on December 27 and 30 in the year of 2020. Over 2.31 lakh 

candidates contested for the posts which include district ward panchayat members, panchayat union ward 

members, village panchayat presidents and village panchayat ward members. According to the Tamilnadu state 

election commission, the first phase witnessed a voter turnout of 76.19 percent and in the second phase election 

77.73 percent votes were polled. 

 

 
 

Findings 
 

Debate shows anchor in Local Body Election Results 
 

Political Panelist Representation in Local Body Election Results Puthiya Thalaimurai 
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Panelist and their Parties -02.01.2020 
 

Date Panelist Total Panelist 

02.01.2020 Semmalai- A.I.A.D.M.K 

Constantine- D.M.K 

C.R. Saraswathi- A.M.M.K Shahul 

Hameed – Nam Tamizhar 

4 

 

 

Panelist- 03.01.2020 
 

Date Panelist Total Panelist 

03.01.2020 Thanga Tamil Selvan- D.M.K Kovai 

Sathyan- A.I.A.D.M.K David 

Annadurai- A.M.M.K 

3 

 

Panelist- 04.01.2020 
 

Date Panelist Total Panelist 

04.01.2020 T.K.S. Elangovan- D.M.K 
A.S. Maheshwari- A.I.A.D.M.K Alur 

Shanavas-Viduthalai Siruthaigal 

T. Narayanan- B.J.P 

4 

 

 

 
Political Panelist Participation in Local Body Election Results Thanthi Television 

Panelist- 02.01.2020 
 

Date Panelist Total Participants 

02.01.2020 Sathyan- A.I.A.D.M.K Bala 

Bharathi- C.P.M 

Kalyana Sundaram- Nam Tamizhar 

3 
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Panelist- 03.01.2020 
 

Date Panelist Total Participants 

03.01.2020 Semmalai- A.I.A.D.M.K Vetri 

Pandian- A.M.M.K 

2 

Panelist- 04.01.2020 
 

Date Panelist Total Participants 

04.01.2020 Sivasankari-A.I.A.D.M.K Selva 

Perunthagai- Congress Party 

Thani Arasu- Kongu Illaingar 

Peravai 

3 

 

Frequencies- Frequency Table Political Panelist Representation 

Channel Frequency Percentage 

Puthiya Thalaimurai 11 44 

Thanthi Television 08 24 

 

The above chart declares the values are about the Political Panelist Representation in Puthiya Thalaimurai 

and Thanthi Television. In this the values were calculated from 02.01.2020 to 04.01.2020 and the issue of Hindi 

Diwas. The total political panelist participation in Puthiya Thalaimurai is 11 and Total political panelist 

participation in Thanthi is 08. All the exact values have calculated perfectly. 

 

 
Social Representation in Local Body Election Results Puthiya Thalaimurai- 02.01.2020 to 04.01.2020 

Social Representation No. of. Representation 

Reporter 1 
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1 
0 

 

Thanthi- 02.01.2020 to 04.01.2020 
 

Social Representation No. of. Representation 

Law of Panchayat Political Critic Reporter 

Ex. Deputy Mayor 
4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The above Chart clarifies the accurate values is about Social Representation in Local Body Election 

Results Episodes. The panelist from social representatives is from various field to present in the panel for convey 

their verbal communication. In this Table has analyzed the total social representatives with their representation 

in Puthiya Thalaimurai is 1 and total social representatives with their representation in Thanthi Television is 4. 

The total values have calculated exactly. 
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Social Representatives and their Representation Puthiya Thalaimurai 

Representation Social Representatives 

Reporter R.Venkatesh 
K. Kubandiran 

R. Mani 

 

Thanthi Television 
 

Representation Representatives 

Law of Panchayat Senthil Arumugam 

Political Critic Ravindran Durai Swami 

Reporter Ganapathi 

Ex. Deputy Mayor Sabhabathi Mohan 

 

 

 

 

 
Frequencies- Frequency Table 

 

Social Representatives and their Representation 
 

Channel Frequency Percentage 

Puthiya Thalaimurai 3 30 

Thanthi Television 4 40 
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The above chart and Table represents the values is about Social Representatives in the both prime channel 

is Puthiya Thalaimurai and Thanthi Television. In this above clarifies the exact statistical chart is mentioned the 

value in Puthiya Thalaimurai is 3 and value in Thanthi is 4. The total 7 representatives have participated in the 

debate shows have calculated correctly. 

 

 
Conclusion 

The effects of politicians’ appearances on debate shows has relied almost exclusively on cross- sectional designs 

and self-reported measures, which affects assessments of causality. The fact that the Television and the 

politicians can both benefit from this kind of debate programme also shows that the political system not only 

conforms to the demands of the media, but that it uses the media as platform for symbolic politics. As has been 

shown in the above discussion on political communication, especially on the aspect of the atricality in the last 

decade, argumentation in talk shows serves to stage politics as symbolic action rather than to argue for better 

solutions to existing problems. The debate is presented as a controversy, contest, even as a battle, rather than as 

rational discussion and argumentation. The interview has been shown to positively affect the trust of people who 

are not very knowledgeable of politics, probably because they do not have much other information on which to 

base their opinions and are neither able nor motivated to counter argue the positive information. 
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