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Abstract 

A beautiful illustration of uric acid disruption is gout. It is the form of arthritis that is most thoroughly known 

and described. Study is done on its epidemiology. An even deeper knowledge of the condition is now possible 

because to new discoveries about the pathophysiology of acute and chronic gouty arthritis and hyperuricemia. 

More and more evidence points to the importance of genetic predisposition. Asymptomatic hyperuricemia, acute 

gouty arthritis, the intercritical phase, and chronic tophaceous gout are the different clinical manifestations of 

gout. On laboratory and radiographic findings, a diagnosis is made. Identification of distinctive MSU crystals in 

synovial fluid by polarised light microscopy is the gold standard of diagnosis. Conventional radiography, 

ultrasonography, traditional CT, dual-energy CT, magnetic resonance imaging, nuclear scintigraphy, and 

positron emission tomography are examples of imaging modalities. The use of Dual-Energy CT and 

Ultrasonography has advanced significantly, and this is sure to have an impact on clinical research as well as 

diagnosis and staging.Treatment of gout include chronic gout, managing flares, preventing flares, and managing 

comorbidities. The pharmacological arsenal now includes newer medications that are outperforming previous 

ones. Patient education, dietary and lifestyle modifications, as well as the discontinuation of hyperuricemic 

medications, are additional crucial aspects of its therapy. 

Keywords: Pathogenesis, hyperuricemia, and gout Clinical profile of gout, imaging techniques, and gout 

management 

Monosodium urate crystals (MSU) accumulate in tissues to cause the systemic illness known as gout. For uric 

acid crystals to develop, serum uric acid (SUA) levels must rise over a certain threshold. While hyperuricemia 

is the primary pathogenic abnormality in gout, many individuals with hyperuricemia do not have gout or even 

create UA crystals. In actuality, 5% ofGout develops in persons with hyperuriceamia > 9 mg/dL.Hence, it is 

believed that additional variables, such as hereditary susceptibility, contribute to the prevalence of gout 

MSU crystals can accumulate in various tissues, although they are most common in and around joints, where 

they form tophi. The pathognomonic MSU crystals are typically seen in joint fluid aspirates or tophi aspirates, 

which is how gout is primarily diagnosed. An acute joint inflammation that characterises early gout can be treated 

immediately with NSAIDs or colchicine. Tophi and renal stones are late appearances. The major objective of 

treating gout is to reduce SUA levels below the deposition threshold, mostly by dietary changes and the use of 

serum uric acid-lowering medications. MSU crystals dissolve as a result, halting additional assaults. 



TIJER || ISSN 2349-9249 || © March 2023 Volume 10, Issue 3 || www.tijer.org 

TIJER2303159 TIJER - INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL  www.tijer.org  214 
 

Conclusion 

Seldom described since it is not usually observed in clinical scenarios, coexistence of RA and gout. We believe 

that the potential of RA complex gout should be taken into consideration or ruled out if individuals with 

oligoarthritis who have been repeatedly afflicted by the disease cannot respond to a regular antirheumatism 

medication. Thus, it is crucial to perform a DECT and ultrasound examination of the joint to look for uric acid 

deposits in the tissue and joints. It is also a good idea to aspirate synovial fluid and look for urate crystals in it 

using a polarisation microscope. 

Risk factors for the development of gout Hyperuricaemia 

The main risk factor for the onset of gout is thought to be hyperuricaemia. The odds ratio (OR) for prevalent gout 

was 3.65 (95% confidence interval (CI) = 2.72, 5.09) for males with and without hyperuricaemia (SUA 7.0 

mg/dl) in a community-based, cross-sectional Taiwanese research of 3,185 persons over the age of 30. In 223 

males with baseline asymptomatic hyperuricaemia, the 5- year cumulative incidence of gout was 18.8% . 

Increases in SUA level were associated with a dose-dependent effect on the cumulative incidence of gout during 

a 5-year period (SUA 7.0 to 7.9 mg/dl, 10.8%; SUA 8.0 to 8.9 mg/dl, 27.7%; SUA 9.0 mg/dl, 61.1%) . Over a 

15-year period, the Normative Aging Study monitored 2,046 male veterans between the ages of 21 and 81, and 

it discovered 84 additional occurrences of acute gouty arthritis. When SUA rose, the cumulative 5-year incidence 

of gout increased . In the Framingham Heart Study, both men and women's chance of developing gout rose with 

rising SUA levels. In both trials, rising SUA levels were correlated with an exponential rise in gout incidence 

rates. 

Genetic factors 

Common primary gout frequently exhibits familial clustering, and twin studies reveal strong heritabilities for 

uric acid renal clearance (60%) and uric acid:creatinine ratio (87%)The typical mechanism of hyperuricaemia in 

primary gout involves relative excretion inefficiency more so than excess generation. 

Around 30% of the body's uric acid is thought to be expelled into the gut through unclear pathways, where it is 

converted to allantoin by colonic bacteria that have uricase. Nonetheless, the bulk (70%) of uric acid excretion 

occurs in the kidney, and renal processes are crucial for understanding hyperuricaemia. Hence, recent attention 

has been particularly directed towards genes that control renal urate transport. Human urate transporter 1 

(URAT1), a member of the family of organic anion transporters that, along with other recently discovered 

transporters, is crucial in regulating uric acid reabsorption from the proximal renal tubules, is encoded by the 

SLC22A12 gene. Several ions and medications that affect SUA act at the URAT1 location. For instance, whilst 

benzbromarone, probenecid, and losartan block URAT1 to enhance uricosuria and decrease SUA, lactate, 

nicotinate, and pyrazinoate function as a substrate for URAT1 and increase reabsorption of uric acid. A variation 

in this gene has been linked to relative uric acid under-excretion and hyperuricemia in German Caucasians, 

whereas inactivating mutations of URAT1 have been linked to pronounced hypouricemia in Japanese patients. 

Another urate transporter in the proximal renal tubules is the glucose and fructose transporter SLC2A9 (GLUT9), 

and polymorphisms of this gene have been linked to both higher SUA and self-reported gout. In a genome-wide 

association investigation of three sizable cohorts, the relationship between polymorphisms in SLC2A9 and both 
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high SUA levels and risk of gout was established. The construction of a genetic score to predict the risk of gout 

was made possible by the discovery of two more gene connections in ABCG2 (a urate efflux transporter in 

proximal collecting duct cells) and SLC17A3 (encoding NPT4 - a proximal tubule sodium/phosphate 

cotransporter). Gout has also been linked to polymorphisms in the SLC17A1 gene, which produces the sodium-

dependent phosphate co-transporter NPT1. Two more identified genetic correlations between hyperuricaemia 

and genes are particularly intriguing. Secondly, the 64Arg mutation of the 3-adrenergic receptor (ADRB3) gene, 

which may also cause insulin resistance by decreasing lipolysis and increasing adipocytes, thereby explaining 

the association between both aspects of the metabolic syndrome. The second is the MTHFR gene's 677T allele, 

which may increase the amount of methylene tetrahydrofolate available for de novo purine synthesis. single gene 

Rare mutations that lead to hyperuricemia and gout include those in the aldolase B (ALDOB) gene, uromodulin, 

renin, and hypoxanthine guanine phosphoribosyl pyrophosphate, which is the cause of Lesch-Nyhan syndrome. 

Further genetic investigations are necessary given its strong inheritance. Future research, though, will need to 

carefully characterise phenotypes. Studies examining the genetics of hyperuricaemia, which are likely best 

assessed in adolescence before the onset of comorbidities, drug use, and age-related renal impairment, should be 

clearly distinguished from those linking genetic associations with crystal deposition and gout, since different 

associations may emerge. 

Dietary factors 

From ancient times, dietary variables and gout have been linked together. Yet, this has only lately been supported 

by significant, well-designed epidemiological research. The Health Professionals Follow-up Study (HPFS) was 

a sizable prospective cohort research that tracked 51,529 male medical professionals over a 12-year period and 

recorded 757 incident instances of gout. The 1977 American Rheumatism Association preliminary criteria had 

tobe met in instances with gout. A semiquantitative food frequency questionnaire was used to measure diet using 

baseline, 4-year, and 8-year follow-up data. Consuming dairy products proved to be protective against gout, 

however eating meat and seafood was linked to an increased risk of the condition. Men who consumed the 

highest quintile of total meat had a multivariate relative risk (RR) of developing gout that was 1.41 higher than 

men who consumed the lowest quintile after accounting for age, body mass index (BMI), diuretic use, 

hypertension, renal failure, alcohol consumption, and other dietary factors (95% CI = 1.07, 1.86). In comparison 

to individuals in the lowest quartile of seafood intake, the multivariate RR of getting gout was 1.51 (95% CI = 

1.17, 1.95). Eating of vegetables high in purines was not linked to the onset of gout. Increased dairy product 

intake was associated with a lower risk of getting gout (highest versus lowest quintile; multivariate RR = 0.56; 

95% CI = 0.42, 0.74). High-fat dairy products (highest versus lowest quintile; multivariate RR = 1.00, 95% CI = 

0.77, 1.29) did not show this connection (multivariate RR = 0.58, 95% CI = 0.45, 0.77) while low-fat dairy 

products did (highest against lowest quintile). 

Symptoms Intense joint pain 

While it may affect any joint, gout often impacts the big toe. The elbows, wrists, fingers, ankles, and knees are 

other joints that are frequently impacted. Throughout the first four to twelve hours after it starts, the pain is likely 

to be at its worst. 
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Lingering discomfort. 

Some joint soreness may remain from a few days to a few weeks after the most intense pain disappears. In the 

future, assaults could persist longer and harm more joints. 

Inflammation and redness. 

Affected joints develop swelling, tenderness, warmth, and redness. 

Limited range of motion 

You might not be able to move your joints normally when gout worsens. 

Risk factors 

If your body has excessive quantities of uric acid, you are more prone to develop gout. Your body's level of uric 

acid might rise as a result of the following factor 

Diet 

Consuming foods and beverages sweetened with fruit sugar (fructose) and eating a lot of red meat and shellfish 

raise uric acid levels, which raise your chance of developing gout. Also, drinking alcohol—especially beer—

increases your chances of getting gum disease 

Weight. 

Being overweight causes your body to manufacture more uric acid and makes it harder for your kidneys to get 

rid of it. 

Medical conditions 

The chance of getting gout is increased by a few illnesses and conditions. Untreated high blood pressure and 

chronic illnesses including diabetes, obesity, metabolic syndrome, heart and renal disease are some examples of 

these 

Certain medications 

Low-dose aspirin, as well as several drugs used to treat hypertension, such as thiazide diuretics, ACE inhibitors, 

and beta blockers, can also raise uric acid levels. The use of anti- rejection medications that doctors provide to 

organ transplant recipients can also prevent rejection. 

Family history of gout. 

You are more prone to have gout if other family members have the condition. Age and sex 

Men have gout more frequently than women, largely because women typically have lower uric acid levels. Yet, 

after menopause, women's uric acid levels begin to resemble those of males. Males are also more likely to 

experience the signs and symptoms of gout earlier than women do, often between the ages of 30 and 50. 
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Recent surgery or trauma. 

Sometimes a gout episode is brought on by recent surgery or trauma. Receiving a vaccine may cause a gout flare 

in some people. 

Treatments 

Gout treatments can be quite effective. The two primary components of treating gout are as follows: 

• medicines to stop future attacks; 

• acute attack therapy 

how to handle a gout attack 

Gout treatment does not reduce urate levels or prevent further episodes. You can manage your symptoms when 

an attack occurs with the aid of the therapy. 

The most typical medications used to treat gout attacks include: 

 NSAIDs (non-steroidal anti-inflammatory medications) 

 Colchicine with steroid drugs. 

 colchicine. 

NSAIDs will work better for some persons than they would for others, and vice versa. Nonetheless, your 

preference is also taken into account. Many gout sufferers soon figure out what works best for them. Your doctor 

could advise combining NSAIDs with either colchicine or steroids when one medication doesn't appear to be 

working on its own. 

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory medicines (NSAIDs) NSAID pills are frequently used to treat gout attacks 

because they can ease pain and lessen some inflammation. You could be given naproxen, diclofenac, or etoricoxib 

as NSAIDs. If you have been given NSAIDs to treat an attack, you should begin taking them as soon as you feel 

symptoms beginning to materialise. In order for you to begin taking them at the first indication of an attack, your 

doctor could allow you to store a supply. 

It is best to begin therapy as soon as possible. If you have any additional issues, see your doctor before taking an 

NSAID because they aren't appropriate for everyone. These may also interfere with other medications, so consult 

your doctor before beginning any new treatment. NSAIDs are often not recommended for an extended length of 

time since they might affect your digestive system. Your doctor will also prescribe a proton pump inhibitor to 

lessen the likelihood of this happening and to safeguard your stomach. Colchicine Colchicine is not an analgesic. 

nonetheless, can be quite efficient in lowering the irritation brought on by urate crystals. Colchicine pills should 

be taken as soon as you feel an attack coming on, much like NSAIDs, or they may not function as effectively. 

Your physician usually advises storing a supply at home. Several other medications, particularly statins used to 

treat high cholesterol, can interact with colchicine. Your doctor will advise you on whether it would be best for 

you to switch to an NSAID or change your other medicines while taking colchicine. Colchicine should not be 

taken if you have chronic renal disease. Tablets containing colchicine may induce diarrhoea or stomach pain. 
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Steroid 

Steroids are highly helpful for treating severe gout episodes. Usually, a brief course of pills over a few days is 

taken. 

They can, however, also be injected directly into a gout-affected muscle or joint. When gout just affects one joint, 

this is especially beneficial. 

Guidelines for controlling a home attack 

• Maintain a chilly environment; an ice pack or a bag of frozen peas wrapped in a tea towel can be very 

effective in easing some of the discomfort and swelling. 

• Lay off the injured joint. 

• You might want to consider purchasing a bed cage. They hold the bedclothes in place over your feet so 

that your injured joint may rest without being put under stress by the blankets. 

therapies to stop gout attacks 

There are medications that can reduce urate levels, stop the growth of new crystals, and dissolve existing crystals 

in your joints. Urate-lowering treatments are what they are known as (ULTs). Typically, ULT therapy is initiated 

after a gout episode has entirely subsided. There is no one set dose for a ULT, and varying dosages are required 

for various individuals to get the proper blood urate level. The medications may not rid your body of urate 

crystals entirely for several months or even years. But once they're gone, you won't experience gout attacks, tophi, 

or the possibility of gout-related joint damage. 

It's crucial to keep in mind that ULTs won't immediately stop gout episodes. Throughout the first six months of 

beginning them, you can experience more assaults. 

If this occurs, don't stop taking your ULTs because it means the medication is working. The crystals get smaller 

and more likely to enter the joint cavity when the medications begin to dissolve them, which might result in an 

attack. 

The first six months after starting ULTs, your doctor can advise taking a modest dosage of colchicine or an 

NSAID as an attack prevention measure. 

ULTs are often lifelong therapies, and urate levels must be checked regularly. Talk to your doctor about your 

urate level if your symptoms don't seem to be improving; you may need to be taking a greater amount. 

After commencing therapy, especially in the first year or two, try not to skip or miss any of your doses. Your 

urea levels may fluctuate as a result, which might set off an attack. 

Allopurinol 

The ULT that is most frequently utilised is allopurinol. For the majority of gout sufferers, it is a highly successful 

medication. It functions by decreasing the production of urate by your body. You'll begin taking allopurinol at a 

low dose, and you can gradually raise it until you reach the ideal dosage. 

An attack is less likely to start if the dosage is increased gradually. Also, it guarantees that you receive the least 

amount necessary to control your gout. As allopurinol is metabolised and eliminated from the body through the 

kidneys, it might not be appropriate for you if you have a renal condition. Your doctor may opt to start you on a 

very low dose and gradually raise it, or she may advise that you try febuxostat. If you are presently experiencing 

a gout attack or are allergic to allopurinol, you won't be prescribed any allopurinol. 
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A more recent medication called febuxostat works in a similar way to allopurinol in that it decreases the quantity 

of urate produced by the body. Unless your doctor says you cannot take allopurinol, you won't be given 

febuxostat as your first ULT. It functions similarly to allopurinol but is broken down by your liver as opposed 

to your kidneys. If you have renal issues and can't take an adequate amount of allopurinol, it might be helpful. 

When you initially begin therapy, febuxostat is more likely than allopurinol to cause gout episodes. As a result, 

it is probable that you will be given a low-dose NSAID or colchicine to take for the first six months after starting 

febuxostat as a precaution. There are only two dosages of febuxostat, so you might need to switch to the higher 

dose if your urate levels haven't decreased enough after a month on the low dose. Sulfinpyrazone, 

benzbromarone, and probenecid are a few examples of uricosuric medications that function by causing your 

kidneys to excrete more urate than usual. Due of their limited availability, they are not frequently utilised in the 

UK. A rheumatologist will only recommend them if allopurinol and febuxostat haven't worked or aren't right for 

you. If you have significant renal issues or kidney stones, it's doubtful that you'll be able to take these 

medications. When uricosuric medications urge your kidneys to filter more urate, this occurs. Also, it raises your 

chance of getting kidney stones as a result. 

Often, uricosuric medications are administered on their own. Nevertheless, uricosurics can occasionally be used 

in combination with other ULTs, such as allopurinol or febuxostat, if you have tried numerous ULTs without 

success. You must consult a rheumatologist for guidance if you are unable to take allopurinol, febuxostat, or a 

uricosuric medication, or if they are ineffective for you. treatment for damaged joints 

The course of treatment will be similar to that for osteoarthritis if gout has 

damaged your joints. It includes: 

• consistent exercise 

 easing the pressure on your injured joints 

 taking pain medication 

 surgery for joint replacement in more serious instances. 

Diagnosis 

Gout is often identified by a doctor based on your symptoms and the way the afflicted joint looks. Testing that 

help identify gout may consist of: 

Joint fluid test. A needle may be used by your doctor to extract fluid from the troubled joint. A microscope 

examination of the fluid can reveal urate crystals. 

Blood test: To determine the concentrations of uric acid in your blood, your doctor can advise a blood test. Yet, 

the findings of blood tests might be deceptive. Despite having high uric acid levels, some people never get gout. 

Moreover, some patients have gout symptoms but no abnormally high amounts of uric acid in their blood. 

X-ray imaging: Joint X-rays can be useful in excluding various sources of inflammation in the joints. 

Ultrasound: This examination makes use of sound waves to find urate crystals in tophi or joints. 

Dual-energy computerized tomography (DECT): With the use of a combination of X-ray pictures, this test 

may identify urate crystals in joints. 
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Lifestyle and home remedies 

The most efficient method for treating gout episodes and avoiding reoccurring symptom flare-ups is frequently 

medication. But, lifestyle decisions are equally significant, so you might wish to: 

Choose healthier beverages: Limit alcoholic and fruit-sugar-sweetened beverages (fructose). Instead, consume 

a lot of water and other non-alcoholic drinks. 

Avoid foods high in purines: In particular, liver and red meat are rich sources of purines. Anchovies, sardines, 

mussels, scallops, trout, and tuna are some examples of seafood high in purines. For those who are prone to gout, 

low-fat dairy products could be a preferable source of protein. 

Exercise regularly and lose weight: The risk of gout is lower if you maintain a healthy weight for your body. 

Choose low-impact exercises like 

Gout joint complication: 

destruction soft tissue, including 

 tarsal tunnel syndromes, CTS, and nerve entrapment syndrome 

 kidney: acute uric acid nephropathy, chronic urate nephropathy, and uric acid calculi (10–15%) Ischemic heart 

disease: 

 

REFERENCE: 

 

1. Dalbeth N., Merriman T.R., Stamp L.K. Gout Lancet. 2016;388(10055):2039– 2052. [PubMed] [Google Scholar] 

 2. Emmerson B.T. The management of gout. New Engl J Med. 1996;334(7):445– 451. [PubMed] [Google Scholar]  

3. Pascual E., Sivera F. Time required for disappearance of urate crystals from synovial fluid after successful hypouricaemic 

treatment relates to the duration of gout. Ann Rheum Dis. 2007;66(8):1056–1058. [PMC free article] [PubMed] [Google 

Scholar] 

 4. Singh J.A. Challenges faced by patients in gout treatment: a qualitative study. J Clin Rheumatol: Practical Rep Rheum 

Musculoskelet Dis. 2014;20(3):172– 174. [PMC free article] [PubMed] [Google Scholar] 


